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ong Difcourfe of Trade, which in. 
ie rele bry sep ee 
; onth, | make more 
Speeyye my laft upon the Affair of our 
Paper-Credit, J foal return Yo it again ; but 
it comes in my Way, firft to {peak a little 
to the Affair of our Trade to Africa. # 
. Before 1 enter. upon it, I muft premife 
one Thing, and enter my Proteft, pie 
neither in this or aay other Branch  fhal 
reat of, have 1 dire@ly or indireétly the 
leat Concern of myown; I fpeak eed 
for my felf, or for any Bodyelfe, but tha 
to the beft of my Judgment Lids true 
Srate of that intricate Affair, for the ne 
deceiving, fuch as are prejudic pte Hen 
hand, aad for.ghe preventiog, if poflible, 


I Am now preparing the Materials for 


the Detriment the Publick may receive 
from the Animofities of divided Parties 
and interfering Interefts. . 

I have obferv’d very often the beft Foun. 
dations in Trade that ever wé have laid, 
and which bad we united, we might have 
been too hard for all the World ins we have 
ruin’d and pul’d up by the Roots with owe 
own Hands, and indeed who but oar felves 
could have dose jt, and juft thus we are 
“doing here 5 and whoever pleafes to give 
himiclf leave to look back upon the the 
whole Courfe of the-Africsn Trade ever 
fiace its Foundation in 1672, will find this 
very Conteft between the Company and the 
Interlopers, or feparate Traders, been 
the Deftruétiun and only Occafion of the 
Decay of that Trade—And let the jel lie 
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retriev’d by Parliament, it isin a fairway 


where it will, or who will be offended with 
me in this Difcourfe, 1 fay, they have all 


been to blame, the Company, the fepa- 


rate Traders, and the Goverament too. 
Firft, the Company and the feparate 
Traders, J name them both, becaufe J will 
not charge it any where, ace inexcufably 
to blame in keeping upthe Strife of Trade ; 
Trade, when Rivals contend for it, is hike 
the innocent Traveller, that falling between 
two Thieves, is murther’d in th-ir falling 
out about the Booty: I am nor to deter- 
mine now, where the Cau‘e of the Breach 
lies, but certainly the Effe& of Rivals in 


' Trade.is always Ieffening the Trade firft, 


then leffening the Profics by under-felling to 
ruin one another, and at laft both are un- 
done. ‘ 

The Rival Companies to the E2/t Indies 
were juft in this Predicament; had they 
continued ftrivicg to out-do one another, 
ouc-fail, over-buy and under-fell, they had 
certainly by this Time reduc’d that Trade 
to fo low a Profit, that it had been not 
worth while for aay Body to trade thither, 
and at laf they were driven intoa Union 
by the forcible Neceflity of their own In- 
rereft. 

Again, I fay, the Government of Eng- 
land has been to blame, and this J make 
out thus——When the late King Charles If. 
granted them a Charter exclufive of others 
Right, which was'in 1672, had he back’d 
his own A&t and Deed with his own Autho- 
rity, and preferv’d the Power to them, the 
Form of which they obtain’d, he had made 
it a moft flourifhing and ufefo} Branch of 
our Trade Bur fuch was the Iniquity 
of the Times, that in D fiange of the Laws 
and Conftitution of the Company, and, if 
fome L YON'S are not in the Tower, by the 
Conrivacce:fth Government it lf, which 
alfo fome fay was not obsaind for notking, the 
Interlopers immediately began to invade 
the Company, and ron away with the 
Trade. 

From thet time to this, thefe Cznaanites 
have been in the Land and the Company 
has gone through innumerable Convulfions 
‘and Diftra€tions on this very Account, tifl 
at lift this very Strife has eat out the Vitals 
and Spirit of the Trade 3; and now if not 


to be loftto bo bh, aera 

It an exclutive Company was an Tmpo- 
ficion upon Trade, an Isvafion of co mor 
Right, a thirg in it {elf ruinous to the 
Commerce ; then the Governmest was in 
the wrong, and Tyrannical cv grat ; the 
Company were Encroachers and M:sopoe 
lizers' to accept, and the izteri. pes: io the 
right to invade thefe-Privil-ges. 

If an exciufive Compeny was not the 
Foundation oniy of the Trade to Africa, 
but the Life of its Profperi:y, and the thing 
by which it has been preferv’d as well as 
improv’d ; it its Fou dation was Legal, 
its Priviledges coniift nt with common 
Right, its Charters fufficiently and unex- 
ceptionably regular, and its Proceeding in 
theextent of its Autho:ity was fair and 
jufi ; Then the Interlopers were really 
and in ftriét reafoniag both Enemies to the 
Trade in general, Refifters of the Laws of 
England, and Thieves upon their Neigh- 
bours Property 3 and they cannot take this 
il from me, for the Cenfure liesonly, where 
the Guile lies; and as before, F am perfeélly 
indifferent where that be 

Now to come at a right Uaderftanding 
of the Affair of the African Trade: I think 
two fhort Queftions will decide it al) 5 itis 
certaidly the Bufinefs of thofe, that would 
be rightly inform’d of this Matter, te come. 
dire&ly to the Point, and make a true 
State of the Queftion, as fhort and as cone 
cife as they can The Quefiions 
are, 


1. Is the Trade to Africa, a ufeful, ne- 
ceflary, advantagious Trade to Britain, 
and fuch as ought to be pref-rved, Or 
is it not ? 

2. If this be agreed, then what is the pro= 
pereft Method for the carrying on this 
Trade, foasto make it moft ufeful to 
us, whether in an exclufive Company 
or ia an open Trade ? 


The People on both fides may make long 
Stories, and recriminate upon one 2nothers 
Condu@, call Kaaves, &c. on both Sides, 
and both Sides be in the right, and both 
Sides be in the wrong 5 but when you come 
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fis of a Trade is before them: All thefe 
_ Clamours ferve for nothing, the Houfe 
- muft fink into the bottom of Things, ex- 
amin the Merits of the Trade, not the Me- 
fits of the Trider ; the Trade may merit 
tebe prelerv’d, tho’ che Traders.on both 
Sides had all merited the Gallows. 
© As this is to be the Debate of the Houle, 
fo, G wiemen, at fail be my Debate; and 
_ $f chis Stander-b cao illumisate You 
_ Gamelters, 1t’s to be hop’d your By~-fight 
wou’ be the worfe, for he Doctors xing 
— but aQueck; We have M untebank Mer- 
chants as well as Mouutedaok Do@ors, and 
thefe are as Ignorant a Dogmerick Pre- 
tenders, and as pernicious in Trade, as 
 thofe are in Phyfick But he that 
_ _ ferrches the Sore, is lik-lyeft to heal the 


a. 
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Wound, and that’s my Work. 


i To the firft Queftion, Viz. Whether. 
- is the Trade to Africa, a ulcful, ne- 


ccffary, advantagious Trade to Britain, 
: and fuch as ought to be preferv'd, Or 
: is it not ? 

i I muft humbly take leave to anfwer in 
- the Affirmative, and I prove it im che fol- 
— owing Head. 


1. It makes the beft Export, and the 
beft Import of aay Trade we drive 3 
it exports nothing, but what we wanc 
to part with, and it Imports. nothing 
but what we ca not be withost. 


To export the Growth of our Lind, or 
our Masufaéture, whica is th: Employment 
of our Poor, is the beft Expore refpeéting 
our Advantage that is poflible to be made, 
fince every Povad Valu of the Growth or 
Produce of Land, or Enployment of the 
People, is fo much cleai Ginn to the Publick 
Szcck,aba:ing only fo much asthe fubiftence 
of chofePeople fo empl y’d amounts to; the 
Manufi@ures aad Provifiuns Exported by 
the African Trade make outthis Part. 

Again, co return Suilion or Money, or 
fomethiug, the Necsfficy of which to us, 
is fucb, as that we moft otherwife buy it 
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turn any Trade cao make, and the Returns 
from Africe in Gold, Ivory, 
Red-Wood and Negroes, make 


. ——— 
2. Tt is the chief Support of another 
Trade, the Prefervation of which, is 
of the laft Confequence to Brisein, 
Viz. our Collonics in America, which 
could no more be maintain’d, she 
Jfiinds efpecisly, without the fupply of 
Negro Slaves carried thither from - 
Africa, Than London could fibGft. 
Without the River of 7bhames. 


Bees-Wax, 
good this. 


I believe, therefure, I need {pend no 


More timeun this Head; I am perfwaded 


there arenv Hzad fo dail, or Thoughe fo 
dark in che great Affembly of the Nation, 
as to let this require any long Dzbate. 


The S$ cond Queftion iz, If this be ae 
greed, Then what is the properef 
Method for the carrying on this Trade, 
fo as to make it moft ofeful to us, 
Whether in an Exclaiive Company, or 
ia an open Trade ? 


. And this indeed is the great Quefiion be- 
fore us — Tu come to the bottom of this 
Queftion, i¢ would be needful so enquire, 
how this Trade was ficft carryed on; and 
why, and on what Occafion it came at 
firft, as well as frequently lince, co bz fet- 
tled in a Company ? 

The Contwent of Africt, I mean this 
Weftern Coaft of it, was tirft cakea Poff-fioa 
of by the Portugueze, then by the Dutch, 
Englifh, French, &c. 

The fir Traders,is in al like Caf s,nzde 
little Advantage, the Elcphints Teech, ~ 
Wax, aod Guld, were che firft Purchift, 
and for thisthe Trade lay only to Africa, 
and dircétly back to Europe: Th: Cuftom 
of buying Slaves, Came sot into Praétice 
till afterwards, when the Cylonics planted 
in America encrealing, and wanting hands, 


the Englifo found th: African Negroes very 


ufefuithere, and fv begin to carry them 
to Virginia, Barbadoes, €Sc, and at lak to 
alk the Colonies, as it is at this time. 
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- When the Portugueze fir& planted there, 
they found the Natives, Wild, Barbarous, 
Treacherous, and perfe@ly uatraétable as 
to Commerc>, and therefore co maintain 
the Trade, which they found profitable, 
they made little Settlements there ; but 
finding the Natives frequently infuited, 
pluader’d, and fometimes Murther’d the 
Agents and People they left there : They 
found it-at laft neceflary to fortify them- 
felves,and maintain their Poffeffion by forces 
and {o keeping the Natives at a Diftance, 
preferv’d both themfelves and their Trade. 

Al the other Nations who have fettl'd 
there fince the Portugueze,have found this the 
only Method to carry on that Trade, and 
the feveral Perfons whom they have ven- 
tur’d among, the Natives, on attempts of 
meer Trade, prefuming upon the moft Ci- 
viliz’d Part of them, have yet been fo ge- 
nerally Murthered and loft, that thofe Dear 
Experiments have taught us, if we please 
to learnthis Maxim in the Africas Trade, 
that it isno way to be carryed on but by 
Forces for a mere Correfpondence with the 
Natives as Merchants, is as impraéticable, 
as it would be if they were a Nation of 
Horfes. 

Now the Confequence of this is to our 
Purpofe thus 3 The Trade requiring fettled 
Fadtories, with Agents, Servants, and Fac- 
tors to refide there ; their Safety requir’d 
Force, that Force requir’d Forts, Caftles, 
and Screngihs, wich Garrifons, Magazines, 
Se. to be maintain’d; and thefe again re- 
quit’d Societies of Men to manage, direét, 
and make it their Gare 3and publick Stocks, 
€e. to fupport and defray the Expence, as 
well as Commerce; and this drove the 
Merchants by the meer Nature of the Thing 
to joyn together in Stocks 3 and to {eek 
Power, Protection and Authority to att 
when fo joyn’d, was as natural as the other ¢ 
and thus-began a Company. 

In hort, The African Trade was firft 
carry’d on ina Compsny from this very 
good Reafon, Viz. That IT COUED be 
carry d on NO OTHERWISE 
And that Reafon will tor ever hold good, 
why it fhould fill be carry’d on by a Cum- 
prbye 


Company, whether { 
now orno? Andhere 
toexamine, what we call exc 
leges, the Grounds and Reafons 
Obdjeétions and Defences on eitt 
and if I prove, that the Invafiea 
clufive Privileges on one hand, andt 
ftakes of exclufive Powers, and their not 
being duly executed on the other hand, © 
have been the only Caufe of the prefenc — 
Decay and Diforders ofthe Trade to Africa, — 
it will naturally follow, that theonly Way _ 
to revive that ufeful Trade, is to revive 
the firft and neceffary Conftitutions, and 
put them into aregular Management. 
I fhall alfo examine fome of our new pro- 
je&ed Schemes of committing the Forts aad 
Caftles in Africk to the Government, acd 
perhaps fome infuperable Difficulties may 
appear in tha-,fo as to explode it, and make 
it be no more talk’d of Bot of | 
thefe in their Orders 
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ADVERTISEMENTS, 
Lately Publifhd, 
New Defcription of the World, dee 
_lineating Europe, Afia, Africa, and 
America ; with a Map and: Tables of the 
Empires, Kingdoms, Provinces, and Cities 
therein, together with a Chronologicaland 
Hiftorical Account of the Emperors, Kings, 
Princes, Governments, Religion, Langua- 
ges, Cuftoms, Commodities, Revolutions 
and Rareties thereof. By A. Curjon, Gent. 
Sold by Jobs Morpbew, near Stutioners. 
Hal). (Price 25.) 


HE Famous LOZENGES, bein 
as ctual in al Scorbutick Cafes ; heya 
Pains in the Head and Stomach, cauf§a good 
Appetite, purifie the Bload, and give fpeedy , 
Relief in Rheumatifms, Droptie, and Gout, 
and totally deftroy the very Seed of Worms, , 
_ They cure Agues and Fevers of all Sorts. 
give prefent Eafe in the Cholick, Stone and 
Gravel, cleanfe the Body after hard Drink- 
ing ; as alfo after the Small-Pox, Meailes, 
and Child-bearing, and are a mor 


Gathartick Medicine than any yet eee 


Prepar’d only by R. Owner, Apoth 
the Peftle and Mortar, in Ea? Snisbjielde = 
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